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Who’s Who 

Vicar Revd Beverly Watson vicar@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

07547 416721 Church Office Mon-Thu 8.30am-12.30pm 

Trish Tye allsaintschurchgfd@gmail.com 

563173 

Licensed Lay Minister Alison Moulden agi.moulden@gmail.com  565385  Organist and Choir Director Jeremy Barham  j.barham@surrey.ac.uk 

 Church Warden Robin Holdsworth churchwarden-b@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

 571792 Sacristan Henrietta Harding  - duniharding@aol.com 07782 328280 Band Leader Andy Wells - band@allsaintschurchgfd.org,uk  456312 PCC Secretary Trish Tye - secretary.allsaintsguildford@gmail.com 562652 PCC Treasurer Andy Wells - treasurer@allsaintschurchgfd.org,uk  456312 Pastoral Team Leader Revd Beverly Watson vicar@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

07547 416721 Safeguarding Coordinator 

Julie Lodge safeguarding@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

568857 Children and Young People 

Jeanette Whiteman - jeanette.whiteman@gmail.com 534317  Children’s Church Julie Lodge - childrens-church@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 568857  Toddler Group Jeanette Whiteman - jeanette.whiteman@gmail.com   Church Hall Hire Evelynne Gunn - bookings.allsaints@gmail.com 562652 Church Flowers Lizzie McAlister - mielmcalister@aol.com Julie Lodge - lodgejac@gmail.com 

577258 568857 Magazine Team Editor: Angela Rose - angelasrose@btinternet.com 

Production: Jo Smalley - joannapearce@live.co.uk Trish Tye - trish.tye@gmail.com 

Advertising: Evelynne Gunn bookings.allsaints@gmail.com 

Subscriptions/Distribution: Sylvia & Robin Holdsworth - robin@calax.com 

07799 662308 455006 562652 562652 

  571792 

If you’d like to feature anything in the magazine, we would love to hear from you!  Articles should be emailed to allsaintsmag@gmail.com by the 15th of the previous month.  We like to keep content varied and interesting so almost anything goes.  Please get in touch if you have any questions.  Thank you! 

mailto:childrens-church@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk
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All SaintS’ Services and Opening Times 
 Our pattern of services is as follows: 
 Morning Prayer takes place Monday to Wednesday at 9.15am in the church and via Zoom for anyone who would like this option. 
 A service of Holy Communion is held in church every Thursday morning at 9.30am. 
 An 8am service of Holy Communion is held in church on the first and third Sundays of the month (the third Sunday will use the Book of Common Prayer). 
 Our 10am Sunday services follow this pattern: 

 First Sunday: Cafe -style Altogether Worship 

 Second, fourth and fifth Sundays:  Church Family Communion with Children’s Church 

 Third Sunday: Morning Worship with Children’s Church 

Note: Children’s Church is term-time only 

 Each Sunday, we hold ‘Tea-Time Church’ at 4pm. 
 Each Sunday, we record the sermon and this can be found on our YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/@allsaintsguildford 

https://www.youtube.com/@allsaintsguildford
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Thoughts from the Vicarage 
 As we approach Easter this year, its message of hope – the hope of eternal life - has become ever more real to me. Following Andrew’s death in early March, my thoughts have often been on our heavenly home – the home Jesus has pre-pared for us. At the last supper that Jesus shared with his friends he said, ‘In my Father’s house there are many rooms…I am going there to pre-pare a place for you’ (John 14:2). 
 At Easter, and during the season of Easter which lasts for fifty days, we focus our thoughts on this everlasting hope. Death is not the end for those who follow Jesus; instead it’s the gateway to life in God’s presence, life in our heavenly home. Our earthly lives are a preparation for heaven. We follow Jesus now, we listen out for his leading and guiding, we choose his ways above all other ways, we devote our lives to his service; and when death comes we know that we will be welcomed into our heavenly dwelling. It’s an extraordinary message of hope; a message we need to share with the world around us, which is so often ‘without hope and without God in the world’ (Ephesians 2:12). 

 Over the past few months I’ve seen a real ‘stepping up’, among members of our church family. People have been willing to take on new roles and responsibilities within our church, as Churchwardens, PCC members, and Deanery Synod members. Some have taken new steps of faith, in leading our intercessions, speaking at our services, worshipping more regularly and serving behind the scenes. This Easter let’s continue to ‘step up’, to step into the fulness of life that Jesus promises to all who love him (John 10:10). And when our earthly lives end, we can be sure that we will hear those extraordinary words of God the Father: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; come and share your master’s happi-ness’ (Matthew 25:21).  
 Wishing you blessings for this Easter season,  

Beverly 
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MISSION Focus:  
Friends International Guildford 

 Friends International Guildford (FIG) is a Chris-tian charity and aims to support international stu-dents at the University of Surrey in building up friendships with other students, making local links with families and exploring life in the UK. FIG organises events, experi-ences and social meet ups (online and in-person) to help students from other countries learn about and take part in British culture to get the most out of their time in Guildford. 
 The staff team, Lilli (from Germany) and Phil (British, but grew up in Pa-pua New Guinea) are both chaplains at the University of Surrey, where All Saints’ own Andy Wells is a trainee chaplain. There are also lots of volunteers from churches in the area who help organise walks, board games afternoons, Ren-dezvous women’s social meet up, English conver-sation groups, trips to interesting places, and study sessions. 

 The way that Bruce and I have become involved is in hosting students in our home. Often students only want to come once – to see what a British home is like (this may be their only chance to go inside somewhere that is not a student residence).  Some students keep in touch with their host families and build up real friendships and sup-port networks with their hosts. 
 We have hosted mainly students from India during this last year. At Christmas we were asked to host a couple of stu-dents – and we extended the invitation to other students we had hosted earlier in the Autumn (who then asked if they could bring friends!) In the end we had 
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 seven students for Christmas dinner (including one vegetarian) and needed to ask our butcher to increase the size of turkey we had ordered!  It was wonderful to have the students with us. Most of them did not share our faith, but they were respectful of what Christmas means to us, and were very appreciative of the chance to come to our home – at a time that the campus feels a bit lonely and empty. 
 We enjoyed playing some board games after lunch, and the last guests left at 8pm. (Our first guest came to All Saints, and the rest arrived for lunch.) 
 I would encourage any member of All Saints who likes having people over for a meal to consider volunteering to be a host. It is a lovely way to meet people from other countries – and to welcome them while they are so far from home.  
 FIG website is www.friendsinternationalguildford.org.uk/ 

 

Katherine Hopwood 

https://www.friendsinternationalguildford.org.uk/
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Services for Holy Week & Easter 

 

10am All-Age Communion, processing from the top of  Vicarage Gate at 9.50am 

6pm Choral Meditation on the  Passion. A special time of words 
 9.30am Holy Communion 

8pm  Holy Communion with foot washing 

9-10pm  Vigil - a time of quiet reflection in the Reading Room  
 

10.30am ‘Walking with Jesus to the Cross’ We’ll be re-enacting the story of the last days of Jesus’ life.  Followed by hot cross buns! 
12-1pm The Watch. An hour of quiet 

 

5.30am Sunrise Communion Service An outdoor service around an open fire at the front of church. Stay for breakfast afterwards. 
 

10am All Age Family Communion 

 Followed by an Easter egg hunt 
 for the children. 
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Tribute to the Rt Revd Andrew Watson 

Tenth Bishop of Guildford  
1961 - 2026 

The following is the official tribute given to the Diocesan Synod on 14th 
March by The Rt Revd Paul Davies, Bishop Dorking. By kind permission of 
Bishop Paul.  

 ‘Who do you think you are?’ was the theme of Bishop Andrew’s last confir-mation sermon at St Peter’s Church, Ash on 11 January 2026. He ended that ser-mon by saying ‘a day will come – quite certainly – when Andrew Watson be-comes the late Andrew Watson’. He con-tinued, ‘what on earth will be the point of my degrees and qualifications then, let alone my dubious hereditary links with King Alfred and the Emperor Char-lemagne? I find who I am in Jesus Christ’. Little did he know when he spoke those words that, within seven weeks, his earthly life would end. And yet they sum up the life of this dis-ciple and bishop. That strong identity, which shone through his short illness, was an inspiration to so many within the Diocese of Guildford and further afield whose lives were touched and transformed by it. 
 Andrew was born on 16 July 1961. He was educated at Winchester Col-lege where his father was the Master of Music. He reflected that his voca-tion could have gone in any one of three directions: music, the church or law. He inherited his father’s musical genes and played the bassoon in the National Youth Orchestra. Alongside music, his Christian commit-ment grew as ‘the truth gradually dawned’ on him. He also had an inter-est in law – which he went on to read at Corpus Christi College, Cam-bridge. Following graduation, during time as a caretaker and youth worker in Islington, he discerned that God was calling him to ordained ministry and returned to Cambridge to train at Ridley Hall. It was during this time, in a Rowan Williams lecture on Origen, that he met Beverly, whom he married in 1986.  
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 Andrew was made deacon in 1987 at Redditch where he served his title by building a worship-ping community on a large council estate. In 1991 he moved to Notting Hill where, in addi-tion to growing the church, he enabled the de-velopment of a community cafe , a prison fellow-ship in Wormwood Scrubs and a major restora-tion of St Peter’s Church. In 1996 he started his longest chapter of ministry as vicar of St Ste-phen’s, Twickenham. These years saw him send out three planting teams to All Souls, St Mar-garets; St Saviours, Sunbury; and the Ivybridge Estate, as well as serving as Area Dean. In 2008 he was nominated as Bishop of Aston where he masterminded the diocesan strategy Transforming Church, engaged deeply with the wider community and grew the link with Malawi. 
 In 2014 Andrew was translated from the poorest diocese in the Church of England to the wealthiest. His charge as Bishop of Guildford was to enable a new vision and strategy. He facilitated an extensive process of listening to God, the church and the community. It resulted in a strongly owned vision of Transforming Church, Transforming Lives – a frame-work not a blueprint. He worked hard to create a culture which was am-bitious for the Kingdom of God, well-resourced and supported, with mu-tual accountability. He brought to Guildford his passion for and gifts in deepening discipleship, church planting, celebrating and increasing di-versity, and being deeply engaged in local communities. His painful ex-perience of abuse as a young person made him extremely committed to safeguarding. 
 Andrew played a significant role in the national and global church. With-in the Church of England, he chaired the Ordained Vocations Working Group which enabled a significant increase in vocations, and the Steering Group on Church Governance – he was committed to good process. He also served as Chair of Trustees of CPAS. As the grandson of Church Mis-sion Society missionaries in China, he was deeply committed to the glob-al church – especially in places of persecution. He used his voice in the House of Lords to campaign for and strengthen freedom of religious be-lief. He had strong links with China, India, Pakistan, Sweden and Nigeria – where in latter years he worked hard to maintain a strong friendship in the context of strained relationships across the Anglican Communion. 
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 Andrew was blessed with a gifted mind but wore his learning lightly. He had an encyclopaedic knowledge of the Bible and read widely. He published four books on discipleship and leadership. As a gifted wordsmith, his well-crafted sermons were firmly rooted in prayer and Scripture, and at once deep and accessible. He in-tegrated his musical gifts into ministry and delighted in any opportunity to sit behind a keyboard. He was born the year in which Guildford Cathedral was conse-crated and wrote a setting of the mass to celebrate its 60th anniversary. Andrew was much loved through-out his ministry for his Gospel-focus, prayerfulness, authenticity, gentleness, humility and kindness. Whilst he held clear views on certain issues, he was deeply respectful of those who held a different view. 
 Over the past week, my inbox, and others, have overflowed with the most moving testimonies. 
 Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury, said, ‘Andrew was a man of deep Christian faith who lived his life in the service of Christ and others. In the face of death, he demonstrated a calm reassurance of God’s saving grace. Over four decades of ministry, Andrew made an enormous contri-bution to the life of the Church of England – and, through his concern for Anglicans and other Christians around the world, the global church. He was a gentle man and generous with those who held differing theological views. He will be greatly missed, not just by family and friends, but by the whole church.’ 
 Michael More-Molyneux, HM Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey, said, ‘Bishop Andrew was held in the highest regard and loved throughout the Dio-cese. My abiding memory will be of his involvement with various multi faith meetings around the county. His presence had a great effect on the meetings, and whenever he commented, all members of all faiths lis-tened intently and respected his clear thinking.’ 
 Hafiz Hashmi, Imam of Shah Jahan Mosque said, ‘When he was being con-sidered for the role of Bishop, I was consulted as part of a small commit-tee to reflect on what kind of leadership our area needed. I recall ex-pressing the need for a Bishop who would be present, compassionate, 
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 and open to meaningful engagement across faiths. Andrew embodied those qualities with integrity and grace.’ 
 Henry Ndukuba, Archbishop and Primate of Nigeria, says to us all, ‘We know that this is a difficult time, but we are greatly encouraged by the steadfast faith and the radiant hope in Christ Jesus Bishop Andrew demonstrated till the end. It was all joy and reason to give praise to God Almighty.’ 
 In the three weeks between his diagnosis of pancreatic cancer and his death, Andrew wrote two inspirational pastoral letters to this diocese. In the second of these he reflected, ‘I don't fear the prospect of dying and find to my relief that my faith in the 'resurrection of the body and the life everlasting' has only grown stronger over the past few weeks’. He fur-ther commented, ‘I still consider myself as deeply blessed to have been born into such a loving family, to have met with Christ as a teenager, to have spent nearly forty years of my life so joyfully married to the 'wife of my youth', to have raised four remarkable children (all equally remarka-bly partnered), and to have been entrusted with a series of fulfilling min-istries within my beloved Church of England’. 
 On a personal note, I consider myself to have been enormously blessed to begin my epis-copal ministry with Bishop Andrew. I don’t believe that any diocesan bishop could have taught me more about following Jesus or leading his people. I shall miss his constant Gospel-focus, his love, encouragement, gen-tleness, humility, integrity, kindness, music, preaching and boyish humour. In our final meeting, through our tears, I told him that I felt a little like Elisha not wanting to leave Elijah’s side. I asked him to pray that I may be given a double portion of his Spirit. His response was ‘No – I’ll pray for a quadruple portion!’. If that prayer is granted, you better all watch out! 
 Well done good and faithful servant. May you rest in peace. 
 

+Paul Dorking 
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Parish Profile: Jay Whitaker I live with my wife, Rosie, in Springhaven Close, which is not in Onslow Village, but on the other side of Guildford. We’ve been in Guildford for nearly 40 years now. I was Team Vicar of St Clare’s, Park Barn before becoming a school chaplain and then a secondary English teacher, and worked for 25 years at the RGS be-fore taking early retirement in 2019. We have three children and three grandchildren. 
 

Tell us what brought you to All Saints I’ve been to a few services at All Saints off and on for about ten years, but only regularly for the last year. Most Sundays I am at St Michael’s, Sheer-water in Woking, but I have been looking for a Guildford church to at-tend when I am not there, and All Saints is ideal: it is inclusive, welcom-ing and community centred – even though I don’t live in Onslow Village I love being part of a church committed to its local community. I now come regularly every first Sunday. 
 

Where do you like to spend time in Guildford? The places I love best in Guildford are Stoke Park, Lorenzo’s Cafe  and any of the venues that put on plays, gigs or other performances. 
 

Three desert island discs? Schubert’s String Quintet in C. Ella Fitzgerald singing My Funny Valentine. Faire is the Heaven by William Harris sung by VOCES8. 
 

Favourite books? Jane Eyre. Any poetry by Alice Oswald or RS Thomas. 
 

Favourite films? You’ve Got Mail. Monsieur Hulot’s Holiday. Swing Time 
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Favourite meal? A lovely, warming stew: lamb or beef, with a jacket potato 

 

Me in three words Family-loving Franciscan poet 
 

Here’s one of Jay’s poems, in ‘ Creative Corner’ . 

 

 

 

 

Washing their feet 

 He'd have had his feet washed before, not with rich perfume or gushing tears, but with water, by a hard-pressed servant, slave even, eyes cast down,  shoulders sagging from a lifetime's toil. 
 And he'd have noticed. The slave would have mattered, have counted to him. And he'd have stored up in his heart how comfort comes at others' cost, humanity drained as we deny the human. 
 That night of all nights, in the upper room, stripped of all finery he washed our feet, became the untermensch, beneath notice. Peter noticed, and couldn't bear it – a kingdom without kings, a commonwealth of servants. 
 Have we kept his kingdom free of slaves, learned the hard lesson he taught to Peter, been servants of all, and sought the lowest place? Remember the dusty feet that stumbled and fell carrying the heavy cross to Golgotha. 
 

Jay Whitaker 

www.poemsoffaith.community 

https://www.poemsoffaith.community/
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Save the date! 
 

 

Christian Aid Car Wash & Bake Sale 

Onslow Village Hall Car Park 

Saturday 16
th
 May 

2pm to 4.30pm 

 Car wash and bake sale organised by All Saints’ Church 

Christian Aid helps farmers to buy tools, and gives train-ing, to enable them to adjust to climate change. 
Christian Aid provides emergency relief – after earthquakes, droughts, dur-ing times of war 
Christian Aid aims to end poverty 

Christian Aid helps those of all faiths and none Charity no: 1105851 
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Big Build Update 
 We are starting to move forward as a surveyor, project manager and structural engineer have  now been ap-pointed. This allows the architects to begin work on the detailed construction drawings which will form the ba-sis of the tender process for the contractors. We are still looking for a mechanical and electrical engineer who will be able to assist with the new heating plans. 
 As you will see from the advertisement on page 22 we are holding  a free event for the whole community on Thursday 30 April. This will be an opportunity to hear about the community audit, what the new church building will look like, projected timescales and fundraising for the pro-ject. The gathering starts at 6pm with a site tour. There will be drinks and nibbles before a question and answer session with the Big Build Team starting at 7pm. 
 Hope to see you there! 

Robin Holdsworth 
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Church walk – and meet up for those who are not 
walking 

Bank Holiday Monday 4th May 2026 

The mission vision group is organising the church walk on Monday 4th May  – taking the same route as last year. We will meet at All Saints from 10:00am in time to depart All Saints at 10:15am for a direct route to Watt’s Gallery over the Hog’s Back. We are hoping that some interna-tional students will join us for this walk. We aim to arrive at Watt’s Gal-lery shortly after 11:15am, where we invite any members of All Saints 
who do not want to walk to join us in the café (or outside if good weather) for chat and/or refreshments (at own cost). 
 

 

 

Watts Gallery, Compton  

Some of the walkers at St John the Baptist Church Puttenham, 5th May 2025 
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Above: All Saints to Watt’s Gallery approximate route. 
 

Below: Watt’s Gallery to St John’s Church Puttenham approximate route.  The times listed are those for a solitary walker – when walking as a group one takes slightly longer to do these distances! 

 For those meeting us at Watt’s Gallery, we will leave Watt’s Gallery (meeting outside the main entrance to the cafe ) at 12 noon, (to allow folk time to go to the lavatory, or have a quick cup of tea) and walk to St John’s Church Puttenham along the Pilgrims’ Way/North Downs Way where there will be time for each person to eat the picnic lunch they have brought with them. 
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 We will return by the same route – so some people may choose to just join us for the middle part of the walk from Watts Gallery to Puttenham and back, which is suitable for pushchairs.  Please note that Watt’s Gal-lery now charges £1 per vehicle for non members to park there. 
 Please sign up on the sheet at church, with all names of those who would like to join the walk, and whether you will meet at church or at Watts Gallery.  The pace of the walk will be gentle – to allow the younger mem-bers of our congregation (with shorter legs) to join us -  all younger members need a responsible adult with them. 
 If on the day anyone decides not to do all of the walk/the part they have signed up for it is important that they let Katherine or Bruce Hopwood know this. 
 There will be one car parked at Puttenham if anyone needs a lift back to collect their car from Watt’s Gallery.  Please let us know in advance if you need this. 
 The walk will still take place if it rains - but please note that the path to Watt’s Gallery over the Hog’s Back gets very muddy during and after rain – so please wear appropriate footwear!  The path from Watt’s Gallery to Puttenham is in better condition.  
 If you have any questions please contact Bruce Hopwood on missions@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk 

 

Katherine Hopwood 

For Flowers That Bloom 

 For flowers that bloom about our feet, For tender grass, so fresh, so sweet, For song of bird, for hum of bee, For all things fair we hear or see, Father in heaven, we thank Thee! 
 

Raplh Waldo Emerson 

mailto:missions@allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk
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Bijou Writes 
  

Why Good Projects Take Time (and 
Why the Details Really Matter) 

 One thing I’ve been reflecting on this month is how a project can sometimes feel slow from the outside - especially in this current season where we’re waiting on consultant input and build-ing out the wider team. But in reality, this stage is doing something incredi-bly important: it’s making the project better. 
 In construction and design, time is never just time - it’s care, coordina-tion, and intention. Rushing ahead might feel productive in the moment, but it often leads to challenges on site, unexpected costs, or compromis-es in quality. Taking the time now means we’re setting the project up to run more smoothly later, and ultimately creating a building that truly serves its purpose well. 
 So… what’s actually happening right now? 

 We’re currently in RIBA Stage 4 (Technical Design), starting to work on the construction drawings and, in parallel, we are composing our design team. At earlier stages, we focus on the overall vision - how the building looks, how it feels, how spaces connect. But now, we zoom right in. Eve-ry element is carefully considered, coordinated, and drawn in detail so that it can be accurately built.  
 At this stage, nothing is “just a small thing.” Every decision has an im-pact. A door, for example, isn’t just a door -  it includes: 
 

• Fire safety requirements 

• Accessibility standards 

• Ironmongery (handles, hinges, locks) 
• How it connects to walls and finishes etc. 

 



21 

 And that’s just one tiny part of the building! Now imagine that level of thinking applied across every single element. 
 This is why having the right team of specialists is so important. Each consultant brings deep expertise, helping to resolve complex challenges and refine the design in ways that aren’t always visible, but are abso-lutely essential. At this stage we have appointed our Project Manager and Quantity Surveyor which is great to help push forward the coordi-nation of the project as a whole. Next step is confirming the chosen Structural Engineer, whilst we’re still reviewing quotes for the outstand-ing roles. Whilst we do need to compile our full team, we are still press-ing forward with the key players we have.  
 This stage can feel quieter, but it’s actually one of the most powerful parts of the process. It’s where we: 
 

• Solve problems before they reach site 

• Coordinate between different disciplines 

• Make informed, thoughtful decisions 

• Build confidence in how the project will be delivered 

 In many ways, the time spent here is what protects the project later on. 
 

Final Thoughts  Some of the most important work in architecture is the work you’ll nev-er see. It’s in the drawings, the coordination, the conversations, and the careful decisions made along the way. So, while things might look like they’re moving slowly, there’s a lot happening beneath the surface - all with the goal of creating a building that is not only beautiful, but also well-built, resilient, and ready to serve the community for years to come. 
 

Bijou Harding 
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 We’re making great progress with our building project. Join us for a Q&A, a tour of our buildings and a chance to learn more about our vi-sion for All Saints. 
Thursday 30th April at 6pm 

All Saints' Church, Vicarage Gate, GU2 7QJ 

 

Find out about: 
• Our community audit 
• What our new space will look like 

• What a better designed venue could do for you 

• Project timelines 

• Where we are with fundraising 

• Impact of building works 

 

Event timings: 6.00pm: Join other stakeholders and members of the community for 
 a tour of the site. 6.30pm: Drinks and nibbles 6.45pm: Presentation of our plans 7.00pm: Q&A with the Big Build Team 

 Please RSVP by booking your free place: 
 https://allsaints.short.gy/newspace or scan the QR code.  
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All Saints’ PCC 2026/27 

 At the Annual Parochial Church Meeting on Sunday 22nd March, we wel-comed some new members onto the Parochial Church Council (PCC).  
 Here’s your PCC for 2026/27: 
 Clergy (Ex-officio member) 

 Beverly Watson 

 

Churchwardens (Ex-officio members) 

 Robin Holdsworth 

 Auriel Field 

 

Licensed Reader 

 Alison Moulden 

 

Deanery Synod Representatives (Ex-officio members) 

 Marguerite Barclay 

 Simon Doran, Assistant Warden 

 Katherine Hopwood 

 

Lay members 

 Dan Brown 

 Ed Gillett 
 Eve Gunn 

 Henrietta Harding 

 Richard Hayler 
 Steve Jones 

 Elizabeth Loch 

 Julie Lodge, Parish Safeguarding Officer 

 Meg Makower 
 Paddy Payne, Assistant Warden 

 Angela Rose 

 Trish Tye, PCC Secretary 

 Martyn Whiteman 

 

Trish Tye 

PCC Secretary 
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A history of our Easter chocolate  
 Chocolate.  Just a mention of the word can trigger off all kinds of emotions:  craving, greed, passion. Few foods have the ability to get such a hold on people.  As you buy your Easter eggs and bunnies and whatever else this month, here are some of the facts of chocolate: 
 

Where does chocolate come from? Chocolate is made from the seeds of the tropical cacao tree, theobroma cacao. The Greek word ‘theobroma’ means literally ‘food of the gods’. The cacao tree is found in Latin Ameri-ca.  
 

Who first discovered it? The Aztecs. The cacao beans were used to pre-pare a hot, frothy beverage with stimulant and restorative properties, something like hot chocolate.  
 

Who was (probably) the first chocoholic? The Emperor Montezuma.  He drank 50 goblets a day of the frothy drink. 
 

Who used chocolate as currency? The Aztecs. 100 cacao beans would buy a slave; 12 cacao beans bought the services of a courtesan, etc. 
 

When did chocolate as we know it today begin? Surprisingly, not un-til 1879. That year Rodolphe Lindt had the inspired idea of triglyceride cocoa butter. The cocoa butter in chocolate contains saturated fat, but a normal level of consumption doesn’t have any bad effects.   
 

At what point does a chocolate lover become a chocoholic? It is gen-erally considered to be when a person feels impelled to consume 12 or more 60 gram bars of chocolate per week. Chocolate contains its own cannabinoid (a chemical that prolongs pleasurable sensations) and when you eat chocolate, there is an increased blood flow in areas of the brain which are also activated by addictive drugs such as cocaine. But scientists agree that occasional over-indulging will cause no long-term problems… except perhaps around your waistline! 
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Onslow Village Garden Club 

 The next meeting of the Garden Club is on Wednesday 15th April in Onslow Village Hall at 7.30pm. If you are not a member, we will wel-come you as a visitor for which we charge a fee of £3.00. 
 Our speaker will be Geoff Hawkins and the title of his talk is: 
 

Growing Vegetables in Small Gardens 

 There is nothing quite like growing and harvesting our own vegetables.  There will be helpful hints for us all no matter the size of our gardens so do come and learn from an expert. 
 

Anne Bradbeer 

How to get the best from your chocolate: Keep your chocolate cool  (16 – 18 degrees celcius) and in a dry, airtight place.   Never put your chocolate in the fridge (if you already have, let it warm to room temperature for a couple of hours before you eat it). Bring out the full flavour of chocolate by drinking water with it. If you are drinking tea or coffee, don’t bother with expensive chocolates – you won’t be able to appreciate them properly! 
 

parishpump.org 
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 The 22nd of April is officially recog-nised as Earth Day. This day is meant to celebrate the environmental movement and is meant to raise awareness about the environment, encouraging people to act more responsibly. 
 Here are five ways to celebrate earth day: 
 1. Plant a tree. Trees store and capture carbon, can cool down en-tire cities, support pollinators and provide a home for millions of animals. Visit the Woodland Trust at: www.woodlandtrust.org.uk for more information and often, free trees! 

 2. Clean up rubbish in your locality. Why not join up with The Onslow Womblers. To get involved, email: OnslowWomblers@gmail.com. 
 3. Ditch the car. Did you know that just one litre of petrol produces around 2.31kg of carbon dioxide? Or in simple terms 1 mile = 300g of CO2 and we need to plant one tree every 28 miles to re-move it. Why not hop on a bike or go by public transport, just for one day. You could try a Beryl Bike, now all over Guildford, includ-ing in The Square in Onslow Village. beryl.cc/scheme/guildford. 
 4. Switch your lights off. Try and turn all your lights off for an hour during earth day as a symbol of your commitment to the planet.  

 5. Buy local. Try to buy your fruit, veg or meat locally. Not only are you helping small businesses but there are a multitude of environmental bene-fits to shopping locally (and seasonal-ly). You could check out Guildford Farmers’ Market on the High Street on the first Tuesday of each month be-tween 10am and 3pm. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/
mailto:OnslowWomblers@gmail.com
https://beryl.cc/scheme/guildford
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23rd April: St George of the Golden Legend  
 The Saint of an English Army before he was Patron Saint of England, St George may have been a soldier, but he was no Englishman. Some stories say that he was an officer in the Roman army under Dio-cletian, who refused to abandon his faith during the Terror, and was martyred at Lydda in Palestine about the year 300 AD 

- supposedly 23rd April. Over the years St George became the example of a Christian fighting-man, a powerful help-er against evil powers affecting individual lives. He was the soldier-hero of the Middle Ages, of whom remarkable deeds were reported. 
 In the Golden Legend of the 13th century, Jacobus de Voragine gave St George a handsome write-up. The story runs thus:   
 One day, St George rode up to the heathen city of Sylene in Lybia, where he found the citizens in great distress. A neighbouring dragon had forced them to surrender two sheep each day for its dinner, and when the sheep gave out, two of their children; and now they were about to sacrifice the King’s daughter, dressed as if for her wedding. St George encountered the little party by a stagnant lake, where the dragon lived, and persuaded the sobbing Princess to tell him why she was so miserable. At that mo-ment the dragon appeared, looking inexpressibly revolting. St George charged forwards and drove his spear into the dragon’s gaping mouth. To everyone’s amazement, he tumbled the monster over and over.   
 Then St George borrowed the Princess’s girdle, tied it round the dragon’s neck, and persuaded her to lead it back to Sylene herself. The sight of her approaching with the befuddled dragon on its makeshift lead emptied the town. When the inhabitants timidly crept back, St George promised to behead the dragon if they would all believe in Jesus Christ and be bap-tised.   
 It was a most effective form of evangelism, for everybody said ‘yes’ at once. So, 15,000 people were baptised, and four carts were commis-sioned to remove the dragon’s body. 
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 Guildford Travel Club’s last talk of this season will be on Tuesday 21st 
April. Tom Hicks will be telling us about his attempt to climb 7,134m Lenin Peak in the former USSR to fundraise for wildlife and conserva-tion, a cause he believes is a most pressing issue facing us. The meeting will be held at Onslow Village Hall, GU2 7QR at 8pm.  
 

Visit: www.guildfordtravelclub.org.uk for our full programme. 
 Contact our membership secretary: Barry Nelson on 07789 202720 or 
email: info@guildfordtravelclub.org.uk if you wish to join the club or attend as a visitor.  

 St George thus became a symbol of the war against evil, and he is usually portrayed trampling the dragon of sin under his horse’s hoofs. The Cru-saders had a vision of him helping them against the Saracens at Antioch, during the first Crusade, and so brought the story of St George back with them from Palestine.  Presently England put herself under the protection of the Saint. His day was declared a holiday in 1222. A red cross on a white field is the flag of St George. 
 

parishpump.org.uk 

https://www.guildfordtravelclub.org.uk/
mailto:info@guildfordtravelclub.org.uk
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A RECIPE FOR APRIL 
 This month, we’re baking cookies. Apparently these last for a week in a tin, but I think they’ll be gone before a week! If you want to try these before baking, come to our 10am Easter Sunday service and you may find them available along-side the coffee! 
 

Mini Egg cookies 

Ingredients 

• 175g butter, softened 

• 200g light brown soft sugar 

• 100g golden caster sugar 
• 1 tbsp vanilla extract 
• 1 large egg 

• 250g plain flour 
• ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda 

• 50g white chocolate, chopped into chunks 

• 100g bar dark chocolate, chopped into chunks 

• 100g Mini Eggs, lightly crushed with a rolling pin, leaving some larger pieces to decorate. 
 

Method 

• Heat oven to 190C/170C fan. Line two baking sheets with baking parchment. Tip the butter, sugars and vanilla into a bowl. Beat with until pale and fluffy. Add the egg and beat again. Tip in the flour, bicarb and a pinch of salt, then mix together before adding the choc-olate chunks and about half the crushed mini eggs (set aside the larger pieces) and mix again until everything is combined.  
• Put golf-ball-sized mounds of cookie dough onto the baking sheets, leaving plenty of space between each one. (You’ll need to bake in batches). Push the remaining Mini Egg pieces into the tops. Bake for 15-18 mins. 
• Remove from the oven and leave to cool for 10 mins before trans-ferring to a wire rack, then bake the second batch. Continue until all the cookies are baked. 

Thanks to bbcgoodfood.com 
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HALL FOR HIRE 
 The Montessori Nursery has now relocated to Onslow Infant School. We’ve had a nursery on site for many years and we’re sad to see them go. However, we now have a wonderful opportunity to offer the hall for use by the local community in the day time, as well as evenings. 
 The hall is an ideal space for classes such as dance and exercise and for community group use, such as Guides and Brownies. We’re hoping we can expand into daytime activities such as adult education classes or as a space for meetings. 
 

There’s a kitchen in the hall building equipped with a cooker, micro-wave, kettles and fridge and plenty of crockery for providing refresh-ments. 
 Maybe you attend classes, or know people who run classes, and maybe this could be a perfect venue!  
 Please send any enquiries to our Bookings Secretary, Eve Gunn at bookings.allsaints@gmail.com 

 More information about room hiring is on our website: allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk/hall-and-church-hire/our-rooms/ 

 

Eve Gunn 

Bookings Secretary 

mailto:bookings.allsaints@gmail.com
https://allsaintschurchgfd.org.uk/hall-and-church-hire/our-rooms/
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Book Reviews 

Faith, Hope and Autism – learning to love 
neurodiversity 

By John Allister, Canterbury Press, £16.99  What does church feel like if you’re autistic? And how can churches become places where autistic people truly belong? John Allister – a Church of England vicar who is also autistic – shares honest stories, practical insights, and heartfelt letters to his younger self. He opens up a window into the joys and challenges of growing up autistic, discovering faith, and finding a place in the church. 
 

 

To Hell’s Mouth and Back: pilgrimage, suf-
fering and hope 

By Trystan Owain Hughes, BRF, £9.99  After a gruelling 140-mile pilgrimage walking across the rugged terrain of North Wales, Trystan Owain Hughes finds himself facing an-other, very different pilgrimage as he recovers from a serious injury sustained on the walk. In To Hell’s Mouth and Back he explores his experience of suffering, considering how God can redeem and transform pain and disability, and examines how common experiences of pil-grimage are echoed in the challenges of our life journeys. Along the way, the reader is led to consider the journeys we all face, as we search for God’s presence and hope in our joys and pains. 
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CROSBY BUILDING SERVICES LTD 

A local firm built upon excellent reputation 

New Builds : Extensions : Alterations : Roofing 

Landscaping : Carpentry : Plastering : Painting & 
Decorating 

Bespoke Oak Garages : Garden Buildings : Playhouse 

We offer a complete service for all your home 
improvements 

Free quotations & references available  

01483 810119    enquiries@crosbybuilding.co.uk 

www.crosbybuilding.co.uk 

Members of the Guild of Master Craftsmen 

Paul B Richardson & Son Ltd 

Qualified Heating 

and Plumbing Engineer 

Replacement boilers, servicing 

and unvented cylinder installations 

 

Central heating installations 

and upgrades 

 

Complete bathrooms 

 

07947 838326 or 01483 574827 

pbrichardson68@hotmail.co.uk 

20 Friars Gate, Onslow Village, 
 Guildford, GU2 7PQ 

Established 1968  
Gas Safe Register 33886 

Hillier House,  
Farnham Road 

 “Independent living within a community” 

 Studio and One Bedroom Apartments for Ladies of 60+ years 

 www.hillierhouse.org.uk 

 Contact Val Richards on 01483 533317 
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Puzzle Page 

Crossword Answers on page 40 

Across 1 Relating to the whole universe (6)  4 The disciple who made the remark in 8 Across (John 20:24) (6)  8 ‘Unless I see the nail marks — — hands, I will not believe it’ (John 20:25) (2,3)  9 He urged King Jehoiakim not to burn the scroll containing Jeremiah’s message (Jeremiah 36:25) (7)  10 Baptist minister and controversial founder of America’s Moral Major-ity, Jerry — (7)  11 ‘Look, here is — . Why shouldn’t I be baptized?’ (Acts 8:36) (5)  12 Repossessed (Genesis 14:16) (9)  17 Port from which Paul sailed on his last journey to Rome (Acts 27:3–4) (5) 19 ‘Moses was not aware that his face was — because he had spoken with the Lord’ (Exodus 34:29) (7) 21 Roonwit, C.S. Lewis’s half-man, half-horse (7) 22 Grill (Luke 24:42) (5) 23 ‘The lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the — apostles’ (Acts 1:26) (6) 24 ‘I was sick and you looked after me, I was in — and you came to visit me’ (Matthew 25:36) (6)   
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Sudoku Solution on page 41 

Down 1 Coastal rockfaces (Psalm 141:6) (6)   2 Academic (1 Corinthians 1:20) (7) 3 Publish (Daniel 6:26) (5)  5 For example, the Crusades (4,3) 6 11 Across is certainly this (5)  7 He reps (anag.) (6)  9 Liberator (Psalm 18:2) (9) 13 Man who asked the question in 11 Across was in charge of all her treasury (Acts 8:27) (7) 14 They must be ‘worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine’ (1 Timothy 3:8) (7)  15 The human mind or soul (6)  16 ‘O Lord, while precious children starve, the tools of war increase; their bread is — ’ (Graham Kendrick) (6) 18 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not — ’ (Matthew 11:17) (5)  20Bared (anag.) (5)  
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Crossword answers (grid on page 37) 
 

ACROSS: 1, Cosmic. 4, Thomas. 8, In his. 9, Delaiah. 10, Falwell.  11, Water. 12, Recovered. 17, Sidon. 19, Radiant. 21, Centaur.  22, Broil. 23, Eleven. 24, Prison . 
 

DOWN: 11, Cliffs. 2, Scholar. 3, Issue. 5, Holy war. 6, Moist.  7, Sphere. 9, Deliverer. 13, Candace. 14, Deacons. 15, Psyche.  16, Stolen. 18, Dance. 20, Debar . 
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Sudoku solution Grid on page 38 
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Worship and Readings 
2026 8am 10am 4pm 2nd April, Maundy Thursday 

9.30am Communion 

 Exodus 12:1-4(5-10)11-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 and John 13:1-17,31b-35 

 8pm-10pm Communion and Vigil  
 Exodus 12:1-4(5-10)11-14; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 and John 13:1-17,31b-35 3rd April, Good Friday   10.30am  Walking with Jesus to the Cross  

 Isaiah 52:13-end of 53, Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9 and John 18:1-end of 19 

12noon-1pm The Watch  

5th April, Easter Day 

 

5.30am  
Sunrise Com-
munion 

 Genesis 1:1-2:4a, Exodus 14:10-end 15:20-21, Isai-ah 55:1-11, Zephaniah 3:14-end, Ro-mans 6:3-11 and Matthew 28:1-10 

All-Age Communion  
 Jeremiah 31:1-6, Romans 6:3-11 and Matthew 28:1
-10 

 

12th April, 2nd of Easter  
 

 

 Church Family Communion 

 Acts 2:14, 22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9 and John 20:19-end  
Tea Time Church 

 Acts 2:14, 22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9 and John 20:19-end  
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Volunteers needed!  
Contact Cath in the  

St Nics’ office: 
parishoffice@saintnics.com 

2026 8am 10am 4pm 19th April, Easter 3 

 

BCP Communion  Morning Worship  
 Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Pe-ter 1:17-23 and Luke 24:13-35 

Tea Time Church 

 Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 1:17
-23 and Luke 24:13-35 26th April, Easter 4 

 Church Family Commun-ion  
 Acts 2:42-end, 1 Peter 2:19-end and John 10:1-10 

Tea Time Church 

 Acts 2:42-end, 1 Peter 2:19-end and John 10:1-10  
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Dates for your Diary - APRIL Wednesday 1st, 10.30am Men’s Coffee Morning Saturday 4th, 10.00am Band Practice Wednesday 8th, 12.30pm Wednesday Lunch Group Wednesday 8th, 5.30pm Mission Vision Group Saturday 11th, 9.00am Prayer Breakfast Monday 13th, 12.30pm Women’s Bible Study Group Monday 13th, 4.00pm Barnabas Group Monday 13th, 7.30pm Big Build Meeting Tuesday 14th, 7.30pm Altogether Worship Planning Wednesday 15th, 10.00am Central Team Meeting Wednesday 15th, 2.30pm Dray Court Service Wednesday 15th, 7.30pm Standing Committee Meeting Thursday 16th, 8.00pm Men’s Group ‘Exploring the Way’ Friday 17th, 10.00am Baby & Toddler Group Saturday 18th, 9.30am Church Work Morning Sunday 19th, 2.30pm Confirmation Class Sunday 19th, 5.30pm Youth Group Monday 20th, 10.00am Small Group Leaders Meeting Monday 20th, 2.00pm-3.00pm Hear Here Clinic Wednesday 22nd, 7.45pm Sharing & learning Group Friday 24th, 10.00am Baby & Toddler Group Saturday 25th, 10.30am-1pm Orchard Volunteer Morning Sunday 26th, 2.30pm Confirmation Class Monday 27th, 10.00am Finance Vision Group Monday 27th, 12.30pm Women’s Bible Study Group Monday 27th, 4.00pm Barnabas Group Monday 27th, 5.30pm Worship Vision Group 



45 

 

Tuesday 28th, 6.30pm Safeguarding Team Meeting Wednesday 29th, 7.30pm Deanery Synod Meeting Thursday 30th, 6.00pm ‘Building a Space for Everyone’ event Thursday 30th, 8.00pm Men’s Group ‘Exploring the Way’ 

Dates for your Diary - APRIL CONT. 
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Beavers, Cubs, Scouts Janice Payne 567687 First Steps First Guildford Eva Puckova 01483 981 360  The Arts Society Guildford Sian Davis 07836 550355 Guildford County School Steve Smith 504089 Mothers’ Union Diana Reiblein 828587 Onslow Football Club Darren Creely 07795 333109 Onslow Infant School Katherine Donlon 532726 OV Garden Club Anne Bradbeer 563421 OV Residents Jo Rew 07508 261160 OV Tennis Club Paul Mortlock 07904 196652 1st OV Guides Lucy Wallis 1stovguides@gmail.com 2nd OV Brownies Jess Furber 2ndovbrownies@gmail.com 3rd OV Brownies Sam Mitchell 07841 480247 4th OV Brownies Sarah Dowd 4ovbrownies@gmail.com  QE (CofE) Junior School Jo Davies 561323 Village Hall Chairman Mike Gadsby 577302 Village Hall bookings Sarah Bath 

onslowvillagehallbookings@hotmail.com Village Hall Playgroup Karen Hatton 503565 Wodeland Surgery   409309 Community Policing 

SaferNeighbourhood Team 

101 

More Who’s Who 

https://www.surrey.police.uk/area/your-area/surrey/guildford/onslow--university/about-us
https://www.surrey.police.uk/area/your-area/surrey/guildford/onslow--university/about-us
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Brackendale Tree Care Ltd 

Professional Tree Care and Hedge Maintenance Services 
Call today for a free quotaƟon! 

•Free no obligaƟon quotaƟons •Tree Removal and Felling •Tree Pruning  
•Tree planƟng & aŌercare • Stump Removal • Hedge planƟng and 

Trimming  
• Crown ReducƟon • Pollarding   • Local Authority Planning ApplicaƟons 

 
Telephone: 01483 422661 Mobile: 07958 415977 

Email:james@brackendaletreecare.co.uk www.brackendaletreecare.co.uk 
Facebook TwiƩer Instagram Pinterest 


